
Communion Antiphon: As they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out: Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 

 

SATURDAY 

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist, 
Secondary Patron of the Diocese 
Saint John: John’s Gospel is another form of witness 
to the Word made flesh; as we read his Gospel we are 
once more presented with the mystery of this Christ-
mas Season. 

Entrance Antiphon  This is John, who re-
clined on the Lord’s breast at supper, 
the blessed Apostle, to whom celes-
tial secrets were revealed and who 
spread the words of life through all 
the world. 

The Gloria is recited 

First Reading: (1 John 1:1-4) What have we 
seen and heard we are telling you. 

Response to the Psalm: Rejoice, you just, in 
the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation: We praise you, O God, 
we acknowledge you to be the Lord. 
The glorious company of the apostles 
praise you, O Lord. 

Gospel: (John 20:2-8) The other disciple, run-
ning faster than Peter, reached the 
tomb first. 

Communion Antiphon: The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among 
us, and from his fullness we have all 
received. 
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FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT AND 
FIRST DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

22-27 December 2014 

 

THE SCRIPTURES 

Advent II (17th - 24th December): ‘In the last week 
before Christmas the events that immediately pre-
pared for the Lord’s birth are presented from Mat-
thew and Luke. The texts in the first reading, chosen 
in view of the gospel reading, are from different Old 
Testament books and include important Messianic 
prophecies.’ (GIL 94) 
   

OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

We pray especially for: openness to the Word of God; 
migrants and refugees; expectant mothers 

THE HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS (December) 

Universal: That the birth of the Redeemer may bring 
peace and hope to all people of good will. 

For Evangelization: That parents may be true evan-
gelizers, passing on to their children the precious gift 
of faith. 

 

MONDAY 

Advent II Weekday  
Entrance Antiphon O gates, lift high your 

heads; grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! 

First Reading: (Samuel 1:24-28) Hannah 
gives thanks for Samuel’s birth. 

Response to the Psalm: My heart exults in 
the Lord my saviour. 

Gospel Acclamation: Root of Jesse, set up as 
a sign to the peoples, come to save 
us and delay no more. 

Gospel: (Luke 1:46-56) The Almighty has 
done great things for me. 



Communion Antiphon: My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord, for the Al-
mighty has done great things for me. 

 

TUESDAY 

Advent II Weekday or Saint John of 
Kenty, Priest  
Saint John of Kenty: Born near Krakow in Poland in 
1390, after ordination he taught in the University 
there. He is remembered as an example not just of 
learning and erudition, but also of remarkable charity 
and holiness. He died in 1473. 

Entrance Antiphon: A child shall be born for 
us, and he will be called God, the Al-
mighty; every tribe of the earth shall 
be blest in him. 

First Reading: (Malachi 3:1-4. 23-24) I am 
going to send you Elijah the prophet 
before the day of the Lord comes.  

Responsorial Psalm: Stand erect, hold your 
heads high, because your liberation is 
near at hand. 

Gospel Acclamation: King of the peoples and 
corner-stone of the Church, come and 
save man whom you made from the 
dust of the earth. 

Gospel: (Luke 1:57-66) The birth of John the 
Baptist. 

Communion Antiphon: Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock: if anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door to me, I will 
enter his house and dine with him, 
and he with me. 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Advent Weekday II 
Entrance Antiphon  Behold, when the full-

ness of time had come, God sent his 
Son into the world.  

First Reading: (2 Samuel 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16) 
The kingdom of David will always 
stand secure before the Lord. 

Response to the Psalm: I will sing for ever of 
your love, O Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation: Morning star, radiance 
of eternal light, sun of justice, come 
and enlighten those who live in dark-
ness and in the shadow of death. 

Gospel: (Luke 1:67-79) Our God from on high 
will bring the rising Sun to visit us. 

Communion Antiphon Blessed be the Lord, 
the God of Israel! He has visited his 
people and redeemed them. 

 

THURSDAY 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 

 

FRIDAY 

Saint Stephen, Protomartyr 
Saint Stephen: the first martyr to shed his blood for 
Christ, as witness to the newly revealed love of God: 
as the second reading from the Office of Readings 
says: “The love then, that Christ brought down from 
heaven to earth, lifted Stephen from earth to heaven.” 

Entrance Antiphon The gates of heaven 
were opened for blessed Stephen, 
who was found to be first among the 
number of the Martyrs and therefore 
is crowned triumphant in heaven. 

The Gloria is recited 

First Reading: (Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59) I can 
see heaven thrown open. 

Response to the Psalm: Into your hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Gospel Acclamation: Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord; the 
Lord God is our light. 

Gospel Reading: (Matthew 10:17-22) It is not 
you who will be speaking; the Spirit of 
your Father will be speaking in you. 


